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Introduction 


Tamil Nadu is a land most known for its monumental ancient Hindu temples and classical form of dance Bharata 
Natyam. Thanjavur is an important center of South Indian religion, art and architecture. 


Thanjavur paintings are rooted in tradition and known for their surface richness, vivid colors, compact composi- 
tion and the glittering gold foils which are used to give the paintings their rich look. The paintings are notable for 
their adornment in the form of semi-precious stones, pearls, glass pieces and gold. The rich vibrant colors, dashes 
of gold, semi-precious stones and fine artistic work are characteristics of these paintings. The paintings have a 
decorative intent- the paintings being gilded with gold leaf and sparkling stones, used to highlight aspects like 
ornaments, dresses and architectural elements. Traditionally, Thanjavur painting refers to Pallagai padam which 
denotes to paintings done on plank-coated cloth in which a wooden board is pasted with cloth, and an outline 
sketch is drawn. 


Artisan painting facial details. 
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Painting of lord Krishna. 


painting. 


D’source F 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Paintings of Thanjavur 

Art of Painting with Gemstone 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Ms. Shruti K. and Vijay G. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/paintings-thanjavur/ 
introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Artisan experiments different form of painting. 
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S The size of the painting is made on customer’s demand. 
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Design of the painting is traced on plank. Designs are made using chalk powder paste. 
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Golden foil is used to decor the ornaments of the painting. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Thanjavur painting is the richest craft of traditional India. The products are done by using the best quality raw 
materials and tools. The colors are painted using water colors to give the painting an elegant look. The painting 
is done on the base of the wooden Planck. To focus certain features of the painting natural golden stones are 
used to give the painting more lusters. Both traditional and modern types of painting are made according to the 
artisan’s imagination. 

* Below are the tools and raw materials used: 


Scissor: Used for cutting gold leaf to size. 


Brush (anil vaal brush): Squirrel tail hair brush made by the artisan according to required thickness. Basic brush 
of different sizes are also used which are available in the market. 


Colors: Poster colors and opaque water colors are used for painting. 

Teak Wood: It is used to make the frame for the painting. 

Glass: Glass is placed over painting to cover the painting. 

Gold Leaf: A thin film of flattened gold used in the painting. 

Chalk Powder: Chalk is used to make the paste, which is applied in the design. 

Nunga Passe (gum): Gum from Palm tree locally called as nung passé is used to paste the gold leaf. 
Emery Sheet: This sheet is used to smoothen the board after applying the chalk powder. 

Gada Cloth: Gada is the cotton fabric which pasted on the wooden plank. 


Palagai (wooden plank): It is used as a base for the painting. 
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Decorative stones are used to embellish the painting. 
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Golden leaf sheet is used in painting. 


Adhesive used to stick decorative stone and gold leaf 
on the painting. 
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Chalk powder paste is applied on the designs. 
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Different sizes of the brush are used according to 
paste on the painting. design to be painted. 
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Making Process 


The first stage of in Thanjavur painting process is preparing a base or canvas for the painting. Traditionally, wood 
of the pazha maram (jack fruit tree) was used as it does not invite termites or rot easily. Now day’s waterproof 
plywood is used as a base for the painting. The plank is cut according to the size of the painting. White cotton 
cloth is dipped in adhesive and pasted on it. With the help of a metal blade artisan scrapes on the pasted cloth to 
remove the air bubbles. After the cloth is dried, a paste of adhesive and Chalk powder (Chalk powder paste) is ap- 
plied as a top layer and dried. Once the paste is dried, with a sand paper sheet the surface is smoothed/polished 
for a good finish. The basic sketch of the drawing is traced on the board using a carbon sheet. 


Traditionally, glass was cut into shapes required using a diamond cutter. The cut glass, set in lac on a stick is then 
shaped by rubbing on a stone till it has soft curves. The glass is then placed on a silver plate with color smeared 
on it. On heating the silver plate, the color sticks to the glass. This colored glass has better luster as compared 
to the kundan used today. But even today some artisan use glass stones in their work. Colorful glass stones are 
bought from Jaipur in Kilograms quantity. Traditionally only three colors of stones are used in the painting that 
is red, green and white. The glass stones are fixed using adhesive on the places where jewels and accessories 

are drawn. Thin chalk powder paste is applied on the pasted stones and areas where embossed effect is needed. 
Once it is dried, wet cloth is used to clean the paste off the stones. 


Thick paste of chalk powder is poured in a cone to make the designs on the painting. This design is locally called 
‘nice subbal’. The designs are drawn on the borders, jewels, thrown and on other accessories and kept to dry. 
Once dried, gold leaf is cut into required shape, size to paste on the embossed area and design. A local gum called 
Nunga Passe (gum) is used to stick the gold leaf on the painting. This gum is extracted from palm tree. Once 

the leaf is pasted, excess gold leaf is cut and removed from the areas where stones are fixed to make the stone 
visible. The next step is painting. Olden day’s natural colors were used for the painting. Pigments were extracted 
from natural sources like leaves, root and bark and converted into colors. Painting brushes were made of anil vaal 
(squirrel tail hair). 


Present day colors used for painting are poster colors which is available in local market. Artisan uses both squirrel 
tail brush and general brush available in market. The background is filled with royal colors like red, blue, green. 
White color is applied as a base color for the main character in the painting and yellow color for the side charac- 
ters. Different color shades are obtained from the basic three colors. The outline and the eyes are drawn using 
black color. Designs are also painted on the gold leaf to make the painting look elegant. Thanjavur painting’s spe- 
cialty is the figures drawn are generally rounded and epic style, which makes it unique in itself compared to other 
paintings of south India. 
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Colorful stones are inlayed in the motifs. 


Design of the painting is traced on plank. Artisan positions the stones properly in the motifs. 
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Chalk powder paste is applied on the design to get the 
embossing effect. 
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Mixture of chalk powder and adhesive. Design pattern are made on the motif using chalk 
powder paste. 
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And the gold leaf is pasted on the designs. 
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Dry cloth is used to press on the foil to stick The stones are made visible by removing gold leaf 
appropriately. covering it. 
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White color paint is used as a base for painting. 
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Vivacious color are applied for the background. 
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Details are painted using small size brush. Facial details are painted at the end. 
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Products 


Thanjavur paintings depict the theme of deities and saints of Hindu religion and also religious figures. The paint- 
ings are famous for its richness, vivid colors, and also for traditional designs. The paintings are embellished with 
decorative gemstones. Thematically besides the traditional figures of Hindu deities, images of other religious 
figures like Gurunanak, Saibaba and Mother Mary are also exemplified in the Thanjavur style of painting. Apart 
from keeping in the temple these paintings are used in the ritual purposes, for decorating house, and also gifted 
in special occasions. 
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Painting of lord Kubera. 
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Beautiful motifs of goddesses Ashta laxmi. 
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Vivid colors are used to enhance the richness of the 
painting. 
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Colorful stones inlayed give more luster and 
attraction to the painting. 
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Colorful Tajore painting of Lord Bala Krishna. 
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Tanjore style of painting is famous for its richness and traditional aspects. 
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Gold Foil Filling Final Round 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Shruti K. and 
Vijay G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


